It has been suggested that there is no such thing as 'hu-6 man society' as the culture in which we live is naturally a 7 multispecies one. The word 'society' is derived from the La-8 tin societas, and was used to refer to a fellowship or group 9 of individuals with a common interest. In this sense it 10 might be reasonably argued that working and pet dogs 11 are an integral part of a society shared with us.
12
Clearly dogs and humans have had a particularly close 13 relationship for many thousands of years and indeed it 14 has been suggested that the partnership is derived from 15 co-evolution between the two species (Schleidt and Shalter, 16 2003). Dogs certainly show a remarkable ability to read a 17 range of human communicative gestures such as gaze ori-18 entation (Gácsi et al., 2004) and pointing (Soproni et al., 19 2002) and it is increasingly argued that such abilities were 20 instrumental to the evolution of the dog (Hare et al., pears to be particularly difficult to obtain; in the current 43 study (Rosado et al., 2008) , the circumstances were only re- (Patronek and Rowan, 1995) .
81
Perhaps when we appreciate how much dogs are genu-82 inely an integral part of our society we will be more pre-83 pared and willing to seek out solutions of mutual benefit 84 to both species rather than simplify the problem to the level 85 of self-interest. Confucius said: 'Consideration for others is 86
